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COMMEMORATING THE
YEAR CAREER OF
MASSEY OF NEW MEXICO

HON. TOM UDALL

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. UDALL of Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today before this august body to commemo-
rate the distinguished career of my con-
stituent, Donald Massey, of Portales, New
Mexico. It is an honor not only to represent
Mr. Massey, but also to have the opportunity
to commend his virtues. Through four decades
of service and dedication to the people of New
Mexico, Donald Massey brought telephone
and wireless communication services to thou-
sands of rural New Mexicans, as well as vol-
unteering his time and energy to the commu-
nity of Portales. Today, Mr. Massey is the
CEO and Executive Vice-President of the
Roosevelt County Rural Telephone Coopera-
tive, Inc. (RCRTC), which offers telephone
service to rural communities throughout East-
ern New Mexico. He has also been the coordi-
nator and spokesman for the State of New
Mexico at the National Telecommunications
Cooperative  Association legislative  con-
ferences from the 1980s to the present.

In 1949, President Truman and this body
recognized the need to bring telephone serv-
ice to rural areas of our country, a need that
is sometimes a matter of life and death. When
Congress saw the need, men like Mr. Massey
did the work. Beginning in 1964, he installed
and maintained telephone lines in Eastern
New Mexico as a lineman for the RCRTC. For
the next 40 years, he successfully rose
through company ranks to the very top man-
agement position. Far from being solely dedi-
cated to his profession, however, Mr. Massey
has continually served as a devoted member
of his community, setting an example for his
fellow citizens.

One instance of his service to his commu-
nity was in October, 1998. In that year, the
local hospital closed, and the residents were
left without a medical facility. Donald Massey
stepped in, and by helping obtain a grant of
$836,000 for the hospital, a new facility was
quickly built. He ensured that fiber optic and
wireless communications systems were in-
stalled in the new facility and even donated
his office to the CEO of the hospital until the
new building was completed.

In 2003, Donald Massey received the Na-
tional Telecommunications Cooperative Asso-
ciation Management Life Achievement Award.
This award was given to honor his 40 years of
high standards and commitment in the rural
telecommunications industry.

It is with great honor and pleasure that |
present to this body the legacy of a man re-
vered for his accomplishments. Amidst the
many troubles and challenges our Nation
faces, it is imperative that we are continually
reminded of the good in our country and of
those citizens who lead productive, honorable
lives. Donald Massey is one of those citizens.
| respectfully request that my colleagues join
me in expressing sincere appreciation to him
for his contributions to a better America and
for his many years of service to the State of
New Mexico. | also wish him the very best in
his retirement and for continued success and
fulfillment in the next stage of his life.

FORTY-
DONALD
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO THOMAS H.
ACKERMAN

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
pay tribute to Mr. Thomas H. Ackerman, a na-
tive of East Lansing, Ml and member of the
Office of the Inspector General of the United
States Department of Agriculture.

Mr. Ackerman boasts a proud history of
service in the field of law enforcement. Since
1980 he has served as a Federal Agent, Po-
lice Officer, and Training Academy Instructor.
He has also published numerous books re-
lated to the field and spoken nationally and
internationally at law enforcement training fa-
cilities and conferences, including the FBI Na-
tional Academy and the Swedish National Po-
lice College.

This month, Mr. Ackerman is being recog-
nized at the Department of Agriculture’s An-
nual Awards Ceremony. His acknowledgments
include: interrupting a robbery, protecting the
victim from serious injury, participating in the
arrest of the suspect, and contributing to the
safety of the community. This is the second
time that he has been honored by the Depart-
ment; in 2002 he was acknowledged for his
work as part of the Bil Mar Foods, Incor-
porated, Investigation and Prosecution Team
for promoting health by providing access to
safe, affordable, and nutritious food.

Mr. Speaker, Thomas H. Ackerman has
been a hard-working, committed member of
the community. He has dedicated his life to
the protection of others, and has used his
wealth of experience to help people eager to
begin their careers in law enforcement. |
would like to ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Mr. Ackerman for his heroism and
thanking him for his service to America.

———

ASSISTANCE FOR ORPHANS AND
OTHER VULNERABLE CHILDREN
IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES ACT
OF 2004

SPEECH OF

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, June 14, 2004

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in strong support of the Assistance for Or-
phaned and Vulnerable Children in Developing
Countries Act. | want to thank the author, Ms.
LEE, for her hard work and leadership in advo-
cating for orphans for vulnerable children af-
fected by the AIDS crisis.

Today, there are more than 110 million or-
phans throughout the world. Communities
heavily affected by AIDS are being robbed of
a generation of adults in their most productive
years, leaving behind children to be raised by
relatives, left on their own in households head-
ed by children, or even worse—living in the
streets.

The scope and complexity of the challenges
facing children affected by HIV/AIDS cannot
be overstated. Children often must take over
adult work responsibilities and provide care for
sick parents or family members, forcing them
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to drop out of school and social activities. Chil-
dren are forced to find any work necessary to
support themselves and often their younger
siblings.

We have a responsibility today to make a
firm commitment to ensure that the funding we
promised last year, in the Global HIV/AIDS
bill, goes to improve the safety, health, and
survival of these children. This important legis-
lation will establish a new office of Orphans
and other Vulnerable Children within USAID to
adopt a comprehensive approach for assist-
ance and coordinate that assistance provided
to orphans and vulnerable children. By pass-
ing this legislation today and maintaining our
promise for HIV/AIDS funding in the appropria-
tions bill we are preparing to consider this
year, we can provide hope and opportunity to
the villages and communities where these
AIDS orphans live, we can play an important
role in educating and investing in future gen-
erations to fight this dangerous and deadly
disease, and we can preserve the history of
their culture for future generations.

| urge my colleagues to support this legisla-
tion.

——

TRIBUTE TO DR. FREDERICK S.
CONLIN, JR.

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, it
is my great honor today to pay tribute to Dr.
Frederick S. Conlin, Jr., DDS. Dr. Frederick S.
Conlin, Jr., DDS will retire this June from both
politics and his practice in dentistry after more
than 30 years. Dr. Conlin has had a general
practice in dentistry for 38 years in West
Springfield, MA, and has been a model citizen
in our city. He held many honors in both of
these fields, including being elected to the Val-
ley District Dental Society as Vice President
for 2 years.

Dr. Conlin graduated from the College of
Holy Cross with an A.B. degree in 1953. He
later attended the American International Col-
lege for Post Graduate studies from 1958 to
1959. Frederick Conlin received his DDS from
the New Jersey College of Medicine and Den-
tistry in 1963.

Conlin has also served in the armed forces
for his country. From 1954 until 1956 Dr.
Conlin proudly served as a 1st Lieutenant in
the United States Marine Corps. However,
Lieutenant Conlin has also given to his coun-
try through his participation in local politics,
having held many elected positions in his local
community.

Dr. Conlin was elected as a Town Meeting
Member for 25 years. He was also elected to
the Park and Recreation Commission and the
Board of Selectman both for 6 years respec-
tively. He was also chosen to be on the Board
of Health for 5 years. Dr. Conlin served as
Vice President of the City Council for 3 years.

In addition to being elected to numerous or-
ganizations by his peers, Dr. Conlin also has
volunteered to donate his time and talents to
a plethora of other boards and organizations;
including, the Town Government Study com-
mittee for 15 years, the American Legion Post
207 for 15 years, the Ramapogue Historical
Society for 6 years, and served on the Board
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of Directors of the Friends of Seniors for 4
years. He also was a co-founder and member
of the St. Patrick’s Day Parade Committee for
10 years, and served on the West Springfield
Veterans Council for 2 years. Always staying
involved in politics, Dr. Conlin served 30 years
on the Republican Town Committee.

Dr. Conlin is a citizen of Springfield that we
are extremely proud of and we wish him noth-
ing but the best in his retirement. Dr. Conlin
has been a member of St. Thomas Church for
50 years. He has been blessed with his wife
the former Barbara Crowley for 26 years, and
has one son, Rick, who currently attends Tem-
ple University School of Medicine. We wish
you the best of luck and good health Dr.
Conlin.

———

TRIBUTE TO MS. CONSTANCE
SCOTT SOLOMON IN HER RE-
TIREMENT

HON. JOEL HEFLEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker. | rise today to
celebrate and commemorate the career of my
good friend and Chief of Staff of 11 years,
Constance Scott Solomon, who has recently
retired from 20 years of selfless public service
to the people of Colorado.

Originally from Kansas, Ms. Solomon
earned a Bachelor of Science in Education
and a Master of Arts degree in Special Edu-
cation from the University of Kansas where
she was a proud member of the University of
Kansas Chapter of Pi Beta Phi Sorority. After
moving to Colorado Springs, Colorado, she
began working for U.S. Senator William Arm-
strong. While serving as his Area Director, she
so greatly endeared herself to Coloradans by
her dedication, that 20 years later, Senator
Armstrong is still thanked for and reminded of
Ms. Solomon’s help and assistance by those
she aided in their time of need.

Following Senator Armstrong’s retirement,
Ms. Solomon continued to stay active in Colo-
rado politics and joined the staff of newly
elected Senator Hank Brown. She rose in the
ranks and assumed the position of Area Direc-
tor for southern Colorado. Again her patience
and hard work are remembered years later.

In 1993, | was pleased to have Ms. Sol-
omon join my staff and assume the duties of
Chief of Staff. She has worked tirelessly for so
many years to assist the people of Colorado’s
5th Congressional District through both legisla-
tion and case work.

Aside from public service, Ms. Solomon has
served as Director of Pre-School for Downs
Syndrome Children in Teller County, Colorado;
Director and Coordinator for Homebound-Hos-
pital Program in Wyandotte County, Kansas;
Director of the University of Kansas Medical
Center Hospital's Teenage Parents School;
and taught first-grade in Kansas City, Mis-
souri.

Ms. Solomon has dedicated her life and pro-
fessional careers to assisting and improving
the lives of others. Her perseverance and
commitment to her fellow man is certainly un-
common and |, as well as the people of south-
ern Colorado will surely miss a truly unique
and compassionate friend. | wish Ms. Solomon
the best in her retirement and thank her for all
her years of service.
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SOLILOQUY
HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR.

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. DUNCAN. Mr. Speaker, one of my con-
stituents has written a poem that showcases
our Nation’s flag in a glorifying manner. Mr.
Victor Miller of Madisonville, Tennessee, is the
author of a poem titled “Soliloquy.” Mr. Miller
is the son of Jeanette Miller, who passed this
poem along to me. Our country’s morale and
heritage is strong today because of patriots
like Victor Miller. | would like to call “Solilo-
quy” and its interpretation to the attention of
my colleagues and other readers of the
RECORD.

INTERPRETATION OF SOLILOQUY

I pray this poetic edification enhances
your respect for the flag from Memorial Day
through Veterans Day, but more signifi-
cantly, enamors your appreciations for the
risen Son of God. If reverenced as Old Glory,
‘‘God Bless America’ will enrich all our per-
sonal, domestic & international pursuits ex-
ceedingly beyond our imaginations in con-
tinual abundance if, “In God We Trust.” The
Lord in the USA is a bipartisan, consuming
Spirit of Holiness & Power! In Christ,
“Thanks be unto God who always causes us
to triumph” (2 Cor. 2:14).

“Imagine as a flag (Christ) on all folks
(souls) passing by with edifying waves
(love) influencing (redeeming) their
lives.”

The essence of duty to God & country He
epitomized when his ascension secured for
all, Independence! In Christ are ‘‘opportuni-
ties, honor, recognition, patriotism & liber-
ated freedoms.” We’re told to ‘‘stand fast in
the liberty in which Christ has made us free”’
(Gal. 5:1). With Jesus, we’re more than win-
ners, we're ‘‘conquerors’” (Rom. 8:37). The
USA thrives prestigiously, powerfully &
prosperously because of our humility in em-
bracing the risen Intercessor for all human-
ity. His triumphant valor extends to whoso-
ever will. “The Glory in your stripes’ be-
longs exclusively to Jesus Christ. May we
forever abstain from worshiping entombed
doctrines because if we forsake his sov-
ereignty he will abandon his favor upon the
USA. He tells us in his word, ‘‘No greater
sacrifice exists than to give ones’ life for a
friend”’ (John 15:13). Emulating this virtue
honors our Savior & rewards us blessings.
Our allegiance he is worthy of, as too our
“‘tribute” & service. Let’s pray America
‘“‘valiantly” & steadfastly adheres to his ‘‘es-
teemed’ righteousness so our liberties are
preserved. ‘“The Lord is that Spirit, and
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is lib-
erty’’ (2 Cor. 3:17). The colonists were wise in
understanding & adopting our Constitution
upon biblical integrity. Indigenous to our
country it is not but we have progressively
strengthened since its inception as a nation
because of their keen & humble foresight in
acknowledging & incorporating in our execu-
tive, legislative & judicial structures his pre-
eminence. Soliloquy was penned in Luray,
Virginia in April 1999. I worked for the Shen-
andoah National Park. On this particular
morning while walking to the car I heard the
vigorous, insistent ‘“‘waving’’ of Old Glory in
the blustery air. The owners of the Cardinal
Inn always flew a large flag from their rock
garden. As I turned to ‘‘observe’” the Holy
Spirit spoke:

I am your Leader, your Warrior, your Friend
& Victor. You are adopted into the Al-
mighty Army of God.”

June 18, 2004

America owns patriotism as a majority but
is loyalty void of Christ efficacious or self-
promoting? Most citizens defend the sanctity
of their flag tenaciously when affronted by
another. Almost universally, it flies proudly
from homes, schools, parks, libraries, ceme-
teries, vehicles, courts, businesses & even
dons our clothing. It is a rallying, focal point
of inspiration in times of crisis, mourning &
festivities: Higher than all other flags, it
“reigns!”’ Holidays confirm our gratitude for
the military dives spent & lost defending its
cause of unanimous liberation around the
globe against oppression & persecution.
Membership in our armed forces always be-
gins at conscription with a sworn vow of al-
legiance. Patriotism isn’t predicated on mili-
tary service but whenever iniquitous aggres-
sion asserts itself against integrity. ‘“When
our cause is just...‘In God is our trust!’” is
how Francis Scott Key so zealously in 1814
proclaimed. Honest defense of righteous lib-
erties is not immune to costs but ‘‘abiding in
the shadow of the Almighty” (Ps.91) secures
for all patriots ultimate victory. Jesus is not
envious or jealous of anything, except his
glory. He is however, deserving & desirous of
greater, adulation & duty. May Soliloquy
serve all of God’s children with victorious
knowledge & hope from his Holy Spirit so we
continue shining in the world as a beacon of
his omnipotent Love, just as a ‘‘rushing
mighty wind” beautifies Old Glory!

SOLILOQUY
Imagine as a flag
on all folks passing by
with edifying waves
influencing their lives!
A patriotic stance
of opportunities
advocating feedoms
by land, the air & sea.
Esteemed a lofty reign
& honored to belong
all would offer tribules
in oaths, salute or songs!
Recognition could abound
for victories secured
defending liberties
despite many injured.
In each of fifty stars
& elsewhere when observed
the glory in your stripes
would valiantly be served!

————

IN MEMORY OF BORDER PATROL
AGENTS

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 17, 2004

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in mem-
ory of two Border Patrol Agents, Theodore L.
Newton, Jr. and George P. Azrak, who were
killed in the line of duty.

Theodore Newton and George Azrak were
Border Patrol Agents stationed at the interior
checkpoint in Temecula, California. On the
evening of June 17, 1967, Agents Newton and
Azrak were operating a rural checkpoint on
Highway 79, approximately 30 miles south of
Temecula. Agent Newton, 26 years old and
married with two children, had been with the
Border Patrol for a little over a year, while
Agent Azrak, 21 years old, who was shad-
owing Agent Newton, hadn’t even begun train-
ing at the academy. During their shift, they
stopped an old military ambulance carrying
two men when they discovered a shipment of
more than 800 pounds of marijuana. As they
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